ALLENBY IN EGYPT
and was often alarmed at the dangerous prominence in
which he found himself.   He was, however, inordinately
vain,  jealous   of  his   leadership,   and   to   that   extent
ambitious.    Ambition,  as  Mark Antony  pointed  out,
"should be made  of  sterner  stuff".     Discomfort  and
danger  make   little   appeal   to   the   average   educated
Egyptian; Zaghlul was apt to trade on the fact that he
had suffered a little of both in his efforts for the nation
and to exaggerate the amount he had suffered.    Revo-
lutionaries in tougher communities would have scorned
to class ZaghluFs trials as sufferings at all.   He had less
courage, less political wisdom, and even less ability to
compromise  than  another  contemporary  opponent  of
England, De Valera.
Zaghlul had been chosen as the first Minister of
Education in Egypt by Lord Cromer, who said in a
speech  shortly  before  he  left   Egypt,   "Unless   I   am
mistaken, a career of great public usefulness lies before
the present Minister of Education, Zaghlul Bey.    He
possesses all the qualities which are necessary to serve
this country.    He is honest and capable and has the
courage of his convictions,"  His talents were, however,
destructive rather than constructive, and he soon went
into opposition.   He had now for some years been preach-
ing the gospel of complete independence for Egypt,   He
had not, however, been the originator of the Wafd (or
Delegation), as his party came to be known.    It was
the creation of others, notably men like Mohammed
Mahmoud;1 and Zaghlul only consented to join after his
nomination   to   a   Ministerial   appointment   had   been
rejected by the Foreign Office.
The sequence of events which led up to the outbreak
was briefly as follows. Shortly after the armistice
Zaghlul called on the High Commissioner, Sir Reginald
* Prime Minister of Egypt June 1928 to October 1929 and December
1937 to August 1939; died January 1941.
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